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ABSTRACT

On the Translation of Sino-Korean Vocabulary in the
Early Modern Moral Education Textbook
{Ethics Textbook)

Ankoo, LEE

This study examines the Ethics Textbook (1906) by Shin Hae-young, which is
based on the Japanese New Edition Ethics Textbook, while also investigating how
Sino-Korean terms from the Japanese original were translated. During the early
modern period of Korea, the introduction of Western modern civilization led to the
influx of numerous newly coined Sino-Korean terms. While some of these new terms
were readily integrated into the Korean lexicon, others coexisted and competed with
traditional Sino-Korean words or alternative newly coined Sino-Korean terms,
gradually becoming established or undergoing semantic changes. By comparing the
Ethics Textbook with its Japanese source text, this study categorizes translation
patterns into several types: case in which newly coined Sino-Korean terms were
adopted directly from Japanese original, cases where such terms were translated into
traditional Sino-Korean equivalents; cases in which both new and traditional
Sino-Korean terms coexisted; cases where newly coined Sino-Korean with similar
meanings coexisted. Each of these pattern is examined in detail to elucidate the
dynamic process of linguistic adaptation in the early modern Korea. Early modern
translated texts based on Japanese sources offer valuable insights into the transitional
features of Sino-Korean vocabulary in the introduction of Western civilization, as well
as the patterns of adoption and adaptation of Sino-Korean terms via Japanese. The
Ethics Textbook serves as a significant resource for studying the vocabulary of early
modern Korea, as it contains many abstract nouns that have not yet been sufficiently

examined.

Keyword: {Ethics Textbook), translated text, early modern Sino—Korean terms,
adoption and adaptation of Sino—Korean terms



