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ABSTRACT

Gender and Class in Cold War-Era Taiwanese and

Korean Fiction:

Women in U.S. Military Entertainment Districts

Wenyu, LIN

This study explores how Taiwan's "bar girls" and Korea's "Western princesses"
(Yanggongju) became marginalized groups under the influence of the Cold War and
the war economy amidst post-war social changes. By analyzing Huang Chun-ming’s
The Little Widow (Xiao Guafu) and Tseng Hsin-yi’s Hsu Wei in the Bar (Jiubajian
de Xu Wei) from Taiwan, alongside Yi Beom-seon’s The Aimless Bullet (Obaltan)
and Nam Jeong-hyeon’s Land of Excrement (Bunji) from Korea, this paper
investigates women's struggles with economic hardship, social stigma, and family
disintegration.

Entering the special entertainment industry due to the stationing of U.S. troops,
these women bear the trauma of colonial and war legacies while being deeply
exploited by the capitalist system. These literary works indict this injustice, reflecting
on unfair social criticism and the structural oppression of women by war. Focusing
on their predicaments and anxieties, this paper highlights the serious intersecting
issues of race, economy, and gender through the depiction of broken families

suffering from poverty and bereavement.

Keywords: Bar girls, Western princesses (Yanggongju), Gender, Class,
Women's literature
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