
Chang, Shao-Wen. An Evaluation of the Impacts of North Korea's lmple 
mentation of the Byungjin Policy. On the military front, the implementation 
of North Korea's "Byungjin Policy" 1 aims to develop the country into a militar 
y power with strong nuclear capabilities; on the economic front, the Policy is 
aimed at creating economic growth and development, establishing North Korea 
as a rich and prosperous economic power. During his reign, Kim 11-sung had a 
}ready come up with the idea of researching and developing nuclear weapons t 
o achieve the "National Defense Self-Reliance'' goal. On the other hand, he als 
o stressed the idea of the "Self-sufficient Economy", hoping to build a modcrat 
ely prosperous society where people "eat rice, drink meat soup, wear nice clot 
hes, and lived in tiled homes". Throughout Kim Jong-il's administration, the 
''Songun Policies" were intro<luecd, implementing the "military first" rnle. Focu 
sing on the development of nuclear weapons, two nuclear tests were conducte 
d, and the foundations for the further development of nuclear weapons were cs 
tablished. When Kim Jong-un rose to the power, the implementation of the "B 
yungjin Line" was advocated. Subsequently, the third and fourth nuclear tests 
were carried out. Assessing the current state of North Korea's nuclear weapon 
technology, the country is only one step away from possessing a nuclear arsen 
al, and it will soon become a nuclear-armed state. The United Nations Securit 
y Council attempted to use economic sanctions against North Korea, pressing t 
he country to halt its development of nuclear weapons. Russia and China play 
a key role in the matter; therefore, the stance their governments take is key in 
determining the success or failure of North Korean nuclear disarmament. Looki 
ng at the relations of the North Korean peninsula with its neighboring countrie 
s, they are intricate and complex. Not only arc opinions between the Northern 
and Southern peninsula strongly divided, but they have also been embroiled in 
serious conflicts, and continuous struggles. Furthermore, due to national intcres 
ts, all countries involved continue to scheme against one another; each having 
their O\VTI ulterior motives, they are unable to reach agreements and overcome 
contradictions. The country which would benefit the most from the nuclear dis 
armament of North Korea is the United States of America. However, on one si 
de, the U.S. has allied with Japan, South Korea. Vietnam, Philippines, and Indi 
a to contain the rise of China, on the other side they have stirred up territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea. Such strategies have further offended China, t 
herefore, expecting China to pressure North Korea to give up its nuclear weap 
ons, or even to lead North Korea's collapse, is probably a vain and pointless h 
ope that will lead to inevitable disappointment. 

1 
Under Kim Jong-un, North Korea has embarked on a policy known as byun 

gjin - developing nuclear weapons alongside the economy. https://www.the 

guardian.com/world/2016/may/06/north-korea-prepares-kims-coronation-at-onc 

e-in-generation-congress 
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