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Abstract

Diversification of Korean Language Education Programs

in Domestic Language Institutes
—Centered on the Korean Language Education Center of the Language

Education Institute (LEI), Seoul National University

LEE JUNGHWA

This paper aims to introduce various Korean language education
programs implemented in South Korea and examines their evolution
over the past six decades. By delving into the history of language
education in Korea, we not only observe a substantial increase in
educational institutions and learners but also witness a significant

diversification of education programs.

The diversification of Korean language education programs can be
summarized in three main directions. Firstly, there is a growing
emphasis on strengthening advanced-level Korean language education
programs. This is driven by an increasing number of learners
dissatisfied with achieving the highest level of the TOPIK exam, level
6, and seeking proficiency beyond that level. Consequently, Korean
language education programs exceeding the 6th level are being
developed. Secondly, as motivations and educational purposes become
more diverse, specialized Korean language education programs are

being developed and operated. These programs are predominantly
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carried out through collaborations with commissioned institutions,
and it is noteworthy that the demands of these institutions have
become more specific and diverse than before. Thirdly, in addition to
regular programs, there is a noticeable surge in elective courses, apps,
and online videos, responding to the need for programs that cater to
specific learner requirements and bridge differences in learning

abilities.

By examining the diversity of Korean language education programs,
this study not only provides insights into the developmental journey of
Korean language education but also offers considerations for future

advancements in the field.

Keywords: Korean language education programs, specialized Korean language
education programs, educational purposes diversify

ol

= W 0|7 |3l ot=0] Ws T2 13 Cifs|of tisted 57

r



