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The Narrative of Anti-Japanese Heroes
Elementary Discussion
—Centering on the Narratives of An Chong-
geun and Yoon Bong-gil

Zhao Yongxu
Abstract

During the modern transition period, various forms of fiction emerged
in China and Korea, all of which can be summarized under the concept of
new fiction. Chinese and Korean intellectuals and literati were subjected
to Japanese aggression and wanted to inspire their people to be patriotic
through fiction. Externally, they fought against the invasion, and internally,
they wrote biographical novels of heroic figures seeking to enrich the country
and strengthen the army. After introducing Liang Qichao's biography of the
three Italian founding fathers, Shin Chae-ho translated the novel into the
Korean reality and wrote the biography of the three founding fathers of Itaeri.
In addition to this novel, many literati introduced heroic and biographical
novels adapted from heroic figures who resisted foreign invasion and saved
the country (resisted the invasion of foreign powers and saved the country)
and enriched the country and strengthened the army in the West. Thereafter,

Shen Caihao talked not only about Western characters but also about historical

Lecturer, School of Foreign Languages, Changchun University of Science and
Technology
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figures of his own country, and thus brought great development to the novel
of the Enlightenment period. Works were published and released during the
Japanese period, such as narrative works based on the famous anti-Japanese
general Yi Sun-sin. Heroic and biographical novels developed into narratives
of anti-Japanese heroes or narratives of anti-Japanese righteous martyr heroes.
Thereafter, a new development of heroic, biographical novels was made by
depicting An Chongen, who sniped and succeeded in sniping Ito Hirobumi, the
culprit of the invasion of China. This shows the development of anti-Japanese
heroes narratives from historical figures to anti-Japanese righteous martyr
heroes narratives that expresses present-day characters. Not only in Korea, but
also in China, there were literary figures who promoted the righteous deeds of
An Chong-geun. In particular, the biography of Ahn Chong-geun written by a
cold-blooded student of Jilin was influenced by the thoughts of Liang Qichao.
The righteous deeds of Ahn Chong-geun are an example of the righteous and
martyr heroic struggle against Japan. His spirit was inherited by many young
Koreans, and this is the most typical and fruitful of Yoon Bong-gil’s righteous
deeds. As a result, North Korea and China began to create a narrative about
Yoon Bong-gil. The intention of writing anti-Japanese heroes narratives was
mainly to emerge heroes who inspired the people to be patriotic and save the
country. These were realized through the appearance of Ahn Chong-geun and
the emergence of Yoon Bong-gil. Perhaps it was because of such anti-Japanese
righteous martyr heroes narratives that Korea and China were able to finally

defeat Japanese imperialism.

Keywords: Western heroes, historical figures, present-day figures, An Chong-

geun narrative, Yoon Bong-gil narrative



