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Ho, Jung-hwan. Politeness and Indirect Expressions in Korean. Indirect speech
acts theory has recently raised huge interest of the issues in the general theory of
language usage. The leading studies in area of indirect speech acts theories are J.L.
Austin’s, J.R. Searle’s, and H.P. Grice’s. This study attempts to examine the indirect
speech acts in Korean that are crucial issues for politeness in discouse context of
situation. However, few politeness studies are carried out in relation to indirest speech
acts in Korean. The definition of indirect expressions adopted in this study takes a
broad concept of speech acts involving implicature and indirect speech acts as well.
The starting point of this study is that Korean can be more politely expressed when
speakers adopt apropriate use of indirect expressions in discouse context. Referring to
studies from J.L. Austin’s theory of locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary acts,
this study specificically focuses on J.R. Searl’s illocutionary speech acts as a
theoretical frame work to explain indirect expressions in Korean. Five indirect
expressions, that is, illocutionary speech acts, are taken for explaination in this study
such as stating, requesting, ordering, promising and inviting. Indirect expressions in
politeness context generally operates pretty much on the principle that one must place
higher value on others and lower value on self, and that the mechanism of politeness
must be understood as indirect and suggestive manner in order to weaken or minimize
the negative effect of assertion, turning it into suggestion. This study also attempts to
explain some restrictions on using indirect expressions in politeness context.

Key words: politeness in Korean, indirect speech acts, indirect expressions in Korean
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