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Reconsidering the Presentation Order of Hangeul for Learners in
Chinese-Speaking Countries:
With Particular Focus on the Principal of Cheon-Ji-In

Se-hoon Choi

The study reconsiders the current presentation order of the Korean alphabet for
Korean learners in Chinese-speaking countries in order to facilitate their learning
experiences. Although Hangeul is known for its homorganic feature between letter
design and sound from its inventions, it remains unclear if featural principles can be
put to good use in real classrooms in the Chinese-speaking world.

In this paper, I will propose a new instructional methodology for teaching Korean
vowels and consonants based on the principles of ‘7}2](kahoek, Adding a short
stroke)’ and ‘¥ A](byeongseo, positioning two characters)’. I will adopt the principle
of Hun Min Jeong Eum to explain how Korean consonants and vowels can be possibl
y regrouped by its own homorganic system in relation to the principle of ‘Cheon, Ji,
In’, which represents the ways of transcribing additional sound value. To propose a
more efficient presentation order for Korean vowel, I argue that we can teach Korean
vowels in the following sequence: first, the basic vertical / horizontal vowel; second,
the diphthongs, iotized vowels, and third, compound vowels with a ‘w’. In doing so,
we may offer better learning experiences for Korean vowels.

As for teaching consonants, I will rearrange the consonants based on its five
homorganic groups, namely velar, coronal, bilabial, sibilant and dorsal consonants. I
shall demonstrate how this new sorting order can prove to be effective and learner
friendly. In the final part of this paper, I will provide a useful table for a compare and
contrast between ‘Simple-Aspirated-Tense consonants’. This table arguably shows
how we can distinguish the three confusing pronunciations for Taiwanese and Chinese
students.

g o] Keywords: #=(Hangeul), ¥+= AAH 2] (The principal of Hangeul
creation), 3= A2 WS (Education for Korean alphabet), A|A] <A
(Presentation order)





