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Interjections of encounter and modality
in Korean and Japanese
Kim Sun-mi

This paper focuses on Korean interjections, which are rarely taught in detail
and therefore not sufficiently known to Japanese learners. Sunmi Kim (2007,
2012), who defines interjections of encounter and describes their functions,
found that the interjections of encounter reflect the speaker’s evaluation of a
certain utterance situation. In this paper, | will point out the similar aspects
shared by the evaluation of the speaker expressed by the interjections and
different kinds of modality, and will argue how interjections are related to
modality in Korean and Japanese.

*Keywords: Korean, Japanese, interjections of encounter, modality,
utterance situation
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